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aGING aND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PROJECT

UPDATE AUGUST 2005

New Partners at the OPADD Table 

OPADD continues to invite key players in the area of aging and developmental disabilities to join the partnership table.  The expertise and perspective brought by each of the partners broadens our collective capacity to understand and respond to the aging of people with developmental disabilities in ways that support quality of life.  New partners who will be in attendance at the fall meeting of OPADD include:

· The Ontario Seniors Secretariat

represented by Elizabeth Esteves, Manager, Policy Initiatives.

· Regional Geriatric Programs 

represented by Dr. Michael Borrie, Chair, Regional Geriatric Program.

Toronto Region Aging and Developmental Disabilities Committee Gets Underway

Toronto Region is holding its first meeting on August 4th.  Co-Chairs of the Toronto group are Dr. Nehama Baum, Executive Director, Muki Baum Centre and Cindy Stephens, Director of Nursing, Cummer Lodge.  

Transition Guide To Be Online This Month

Feedback has been received and amendments are being made to the Transition Guide developed by OPADD’s Transition Task Group.  The Guide will be available on line later this month.

OPADD Proposals to Speak at Fall Conferences Accepted

OPADD proposals to present at two fall conferences have been confirmed:

· Canadian Association on Gerontology (Oct 20 – 23 2005); co-presenters include
    Margaret Ringland, Ron Coristine, Shehenaz Manji and James Sejjengo.
· Older Adult Centres Association of Ontario (Oct 23 – 25 2005); co-presenters to be
    determined.
Workshop Discussion Paper to be Released Later this Month

A synthesis of participant discussions which took place at the Toronto Symposium of 1999 and the regional workshops held in London, Orillia, Thunder Bay and Kingston is now being prepared.  The paper will serve to summarize key ideas developed during the previous round of workshops on aging and developmental disabilities.  It will also include recaps of presentations given by Dr. Tamar Heller and Dr. Matthew Janicki at the Toronto Symposium.  The paper will be made available to all of the regions as a pre-workshop handout.  It will help to remind us of what we already know and stimulate our thinking for the future.
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