Wellington Developmental Services Planning Group

Wellington County, like other jurisdictions in Ontario, has been witnessing the leading edge of the aging boom among adults with developmental disabilities.  This phenomenon is challenging the capacity of the service system and raising questions about access to health care and to long term care to support quality of life during older adulthood.

In early 2006, the Long Term Care and Developmental Services Subcommittee of the Wellington Developmental Services Planning Group conducted a study of how partnerships might be established between the developmental services and LTC sectors to better meet the needs of seniors with developmental disabilities.  The study included a review of current literature, interviews with local and provincial key informants, site visits to developmental services and long term care programs, analysis of demographic data 

The study’s findings corroborated the challenge of providing support to older adults with a developmental disability. The challenge is exacerbated by regulatory constraints and fragmented business processes in both sectors.  A number of recommendations were made to build cross sector capacity for planning and service delivery prior to the full onset of the aging boom.  The Wellington Developmental Services Planning Group consequently established the Committee for Seniors With Developmental Disabilities in 2007.  

The committee provides a forum for caregivers in the developmental services sector to build systemic capacity that supports the health and well-being of Wellington County seniors with developmental disabilities.  

The committee meets monthly basis and is comprised of:

· Central West Network of Specialized Care

· Christian Horizons

· Community Living Guelph Wellington

· Community Mental Health Clinic

· County of Wellington

· Family Counselling and Support Services

· Hopewell Children’s Homes

· Ministry of Community and Social Services

· Service Resolution Dufferin-Wellington

· St. Joseph’s Health Centre

· The Elliott Community 

· Waterloo Wellington Community Care Access Centre

For more information about the committee and the study:

Dwight Syms, M.Sc.
Service Resolution Facilitator
SERVICE RESOLUTION DUFFERIN-WELLINGTON
(519) 836-4991 ext. 251
